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The county schools (AKA Alternative 
Education) are the black hole of our 

public school system.  Most voters are 
unaware even of the existence of the 
county schools.  Many of the students 
are in the county "community" schools, 
continuation schools for students who 

are behaviorable problems or in trouble 
with the law.  Since their families are 

usually low-income and poorly 
educated, these families are politically 

disenfranchised and have little influence 
of the poor quality of most county 

schools, which almost always have 
horrendously high dropout rates.
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The Fiscal Crisis and 
Management Assistance 
Team is a fairly recent 
addition to the State's 

bureaucracy.  The primary 
but not exclusive goal of the 
team is to investigate fiscal 

problems, to advise 
superintendents and 

education staff on how to 
resolve the problems, and 

when appropriate, to declare 
a state of fiscal emergency in 
a county office of education 

or a school district.  The 
FCMAT Governing Board is 

composed of a county 
superintendent of each of the 

11 service regions in the 
state, a district representative 

from each of the regions, 
and a representative of the 
California Department of 

Education.  All employees of 
the FCMAT are employees 
of the Kern County Office of 

Education.
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