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The State Education Code consists of 
eleven thick volumes of laws.  No one 

seriously claims to know what it contains.  
During her first campaign for office, 

former Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Delaine Eastin promised to 
simply and shorten the state education 

code.  Today, more than 10 years later, it 
is longer than ever.
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Responsible for determining the 
allocation of state funds used for 
public school construction.  It is 

composed of the Director of 
Finance, the Director of the 

Department of General Services, 
the Superintendent of Public 

Instruction, three members of the 
State Senate and three members 

of the Assembly, and one 
appointee by the Governor.
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Proposition 39 authorized the 
State Board of Education to 

charter schools directly.  The 
nine that it currently charters are 
all excellent schools that were 

rejected by the local school 
districts that did not want 

competition.
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The Superintendent of Public 
Instruction is supervises public 
school districts in fiscal crisis 

through appointed trustees and 
administrators.
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The State's governance of our public schools has been 
described as "hydra-headed" since at least the 1920s.  

The state constitution divides responsibility for 
administration of our public schools between a state 

school board appointed by the Governor and an elected 
Superintendent of Public Instruction.  In recent years, the 

war between the two has only worsened, with both 
maintaining legal counsels to continue their grudge 

match--at the taxpayer expense.
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The Courts have played a key role in the infighting among the 
various interlocking levels of dysfunctional bureaucracy.  In 

recent years, for example, a court case was resolved about who 
would pay for California's special education students that had 

been disputed between the state and various school districts for 
twenty years, with the taxpayers paying for the legal fees on both 

sides.  As another example, the Oakland and San Francisco 
school districts disputed in court their obligation to obey 

Proposition 227, which ended bilingual education, by claiming 
that federal law mandated that they must provide bilingual 

education.


